Onslow College Media Studies:  Introduction to NARRATIVE CONVENTIONS looking at an episode of “Friends”
This term we will be studying Narrative Conventions in film and TV.   Narrative basically means “how a story is told”.  When studying narrative conventions, we will be looking at the devices and techniques used to construct the stories that we see on the screen.  This includes (among other things) looking at narrative structure, characterisation and setting.  This viewing activity is designed to introduce you to some of the ideas we will be dealing with.  Write out question and answer in your notes, after watching an episode of “Friends”.   Please do not mark the sheet!  We will discuss in class.

Structure:
1. Briefly describe the main storyline(s) of the episode.  (There are usually 2 or 3).   
2. Storylines often deal with a problem or conflict faced by the characters- What are the “problems” and how are they “resolved”.

3. Does the episode leave any storylines unresolved?  Or has there been any developments in characters or their relationships?  Explain.

Characterisation:  

4. Why is it important that in the 6 main characters there are 3 guys and 3 girls?

5.        a)    For the six main characters briefly explain what “type” of character they are.  

b) Why is it important to have different character ‘types’ do you think?  

Setting:

6. Friends is set in New York:  How is this emphasised in the episode/ credits.

7. Why/ How is the setting of New York important?  (consider: What connotations does NY have as a city?  Would it be different if the show was set in Austin Texas? In Seattle? etc)
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